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This past Thursday, the High Atlas Foundation, a Moroccan organization dedicated to sustainable development, and the Mimouna
Association, a Moroccan organization aspiring to preserve the history of the Moroccan ancient Jewish community, joined together to find
lasting project solutions for the Mellah community. Over a traditional Iftor meal, HAF and Mimouna brought together community members
throughout the Mellah at the Salat Lazama Synagogue to collectively discuss the community’s needs and their hopes for the future.

“What we are talking about are not luxuries, they are simple human rights. We want to have access to water to drink, we want a school for
our kids to attend, we want a hospital that we can go to when we are sick, and we want police in our neighborhood that ensure our security. |
do not think that this is asking for too much, all other neighborhoods in Marrakesh have these things; why don't we?” asked one community
member. Community members highlighted that while there was once “no difference between the Jews and the Muslims who lived here,” the
community now struggles with a significant lack of resources. Fatiha, a local mother said: “The kids here don’t have many choices; the schools
are nonexistent, and they do not trust the local authorities. There are no jobs and they are in the streets all day, they all are turning to drugs
and alcohol to forget their struggles. | do not know what we can do.”
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In order to attempt to mitigate some of these significant problems, Amina, a facilitator with the High Atlas Foundation, led a series of
community activities aimed at mapping what the community looks like now, how it once was, and what it requires to improve for the future.
Community members presented their plans to the rest of the group, focusing around the lack of renovation and the need for social services.
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In particular, community members emphasized the need for infrastructure improvements: “We have a hospital, but there are no beds in it,”
and further they emphasized, “our houses are full of mold and they are falling apart.” Without this infrastructural renovation, the Mellah is
suffering. Moreover, community members also highlighted that, “every other neighborhood in Marrakesh has a police force, they stop drugs
from being given out, and they also arrest thieves. Here both of those things run wild.” As the Mellah has become more marginalized in
Moroccan society, it has lacked the most basic resources to provide for its citizens.

Conclusively, these conversations continued to lead back to the need for the most basic infrastructure amelioration. With little access to
running water, the discussions continued to return to the notion that they must first and foremost increase access to water and establish
standards that ensure the hygiene of water. Yet, this prioritization just touches at the surface of the Mellah’s needs. While they hope to
establish a system of clean water, they are also adamant that the community needs renovations that can bring it back to the center of vitality
that it once was.

The High Atlas Foundation is moved and inspired by the conversations occurring at the Mellah and hopes to truly help increase the living
standards with the people living in the Mellah. Moreover, HAF ensures that any help it offers to human development occurs through the
participatory approach, empowering the community members of the Mellah to implement their solutions to their problems, rather than
offering a top-down approach. In order to continue this participatory approach to mitigate the pressing problems facing the Mellah, HAF will
carry out three more workshops in the Mellah this holy month of Ramadan.

Richard Bone is student of International Relations who currently works with the High Atlas Foundation in Morocco. He has extensive
international experience, particularly in Africa and Latin America.

Disclaimer: "The views/contents expressed in this article are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not neccessarily reflect those of Modern Ghana. Modern Ghana will not be responsible or liable

for any inaccurate or incorrect statements contained in this article."
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The efforts of these people and organizations are inspiring. | commend both those who articulated the needs and those responded. Of course, the bottom line will be
the next step, and then the next step, and so forth. Persistence and determination are vital. | pray for success, one day a time.
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